
 

Stay Focused 
ACTS 15:1-35 

6/27/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Read Acts 14:1-28 or listen to “Open Doors” in the message archive. 

• Why did Barnabas and Paul dispute the teachings of the men from Judea? How did these 

teachings conflict with what Paul later wrote in Ephesians 2:8-9?  

• What was in jeopardy if the church couldn’t reach an agreement about these issues? How would 
things be different for Christians today if the people in Acts 15:5 had been successful? 

• Why should we expect conflict within the church? In what ways can conflict be productive? In what 
ways can it be destructive? Why is important to resolve all conflicts in a biblical manner? 

• Why was it important for Peter to remind the Pharisaic believers that the Jews, throughout their 

history, were unable to keep the Law to God’s satisfaction? Why was it also important for 
Barnabas and Paul to share their testimony about the Holy Spirit’s work among the Gentiles? 

• How did James resolve the conflict? How did his compromise satisfy both parties? 

• What is the significance of James’s decision and that of the council, in light of Acts 1:8? 

• Why would a letter and representatives from the Jerusalem church be a good way to 
communicate the apostles’ decision? What is the tone of the letter? What are its main points? 

• What was the church at Antioch’s immediate response to the resolution of the conflict? What tells 
us they remained focused on their mission in spite of the doctrinal issue they faced? What can we 
learn from this?  

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research the essentials and non-essentials of Christian doctrine. How can they be used to unify the 
church? How can they be used to distract or divide the church? How did they come into play in this 
study? Why is salvation an essential doctrine and what can happen if you get it wrong? 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx

